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00:44 
CD: If we could just start with, if you could introduce yourself and tell us where 
you're from originally. 


PS: I am originally from Dallas, Texas. 


00:57 
CD: What made you want to join the Navy? 


PS: Well, ever since I was a little fellow, I wanted to see the Pacific Ocean. And 
after I graduated from high school, I started to work as a gopher for Shokoff 
Company in Dallas, Texas. And I also heard the news, and it was kinda bad, plus 
they were starting to call up the reserves and a bunch of these fellows who 
worked in the harness department were reserves, so they were getting called. 
And I thought that, sooner or later, we were gonna have a war, and I didn't 
particularly want to be in the Army, or I didn't want to be a Marine, I wanted to 
join the Navy. So one morning, on my way to work, instead of getting off the 
street car at Shokoff and Company, I stayed on the street car and went right up 
to the post office and joined the Navy. 


02:21 
CD: How old were you- 


Pause 


02:36 
CD: How old were you, and what was the date when you joined the Navy? 


PS: The date was January the 18", I believe, 1941. 
CD: And how old were you? 
PS: I'd just turned 18 in November. 


03:01 
CD: Tell us about your training and how you got stationed on the Regal. 


PS: We arrived in San Diego 


Pause 


03:32 
CD: Okay Peyton, if you could start that over, what your training was and how 
you got on the Regal. 


PS: Well, we got to San Diego at boot camp, and after all the paperwork was 
done, we were assigned to a company number 41-21. (04:00) We had to have 
our clothes marked in a specific place because when we laid out our bags for 
inspection our name had to be showing and it had to be tied properly. And I 
asked the guy that was marking the clothes what company he was from, and he 
said he was from company 41-05. After we got our clothes marked, the Chief 
Petty Officer came out, and he said, 'I have selected’ I think it was, '18 to 20 men 
that will be marking clothes until their company is formed.' And I was chosen, 
(05:00) and the reason, I asked the Chief why he chose us specifically, and he 
said, 'well, you're from Texas’, and he says, 'I know that you'll work.' So, after, 
one nice thing about being chosen was that we got all of our shots while we were 
marking clothes, and another thing, it gave me time to learn how to swim, 
because I had never been taught to swim the right way, I dog paddled, and of 
course that wasn't acceptable in the Navy. But, anyhow, our troop was formed, 
our company was formed and uh, we uh, got our training and uh after training I 
put in for uh, (06:00) a school, I wanted to be a, aircraft metal smith. Well my 
mechanical aptitude was not good enough so uh, I didn’t make the school so I 
was, uh choose to report to the USS Regal which was there in the harbor. And 
uh, you want me to go on with? 


06:40 
CD: Go on with the... 


PS: I was assigned to the forward deck uh, division and uh, uh we were there for 
about a week or two and uh, then we got under way to uh, (07:00) to uh, to go 
to Bremerton, Washington to go on the dry dock there, well uh, uh I didn’t get 
sea sick all the trip up there and uh, we got up there and boy it was cold workin’ 
in that dry dock in the winter time, and we had about 6 to 8 inches of barnacles 
on the bottom of that thing. And one thing I did notice the old Regal, could only 
make about 10 knots and uh, when the tide would flood we’d have to drop the 
hook and wait for slack water before we could go on in the Puget Sound, and we 
had to do that a couple of times before we got to Bremerton. And uh, but we got 
in the ship yard (08:00) and uh, got the barnacles all scraped off and got the 
bottom painted and everything and uh, all that time I was a, uh on the way to 
Pearl we stood watches on the bridge and I kinda took a liking to it because it 
was a top side rate and uh, the first class quartermaster asked me if I would like 
to become a striker, and I though well yes, anything to get off the deck force and 
uh, so uh I became, at that time I was a seaman first and uh, I became a, I 
became a striker. And uh, you had to be, to be a, uh, getting promoted in the 
navy then you (09:00) had to complete courses and uh I hadn’t completed all my 
courses for seaman second and seaman first and quartermasters third class and 
finally just before Pearl Harbor I was promoted to quartermaster third class and 


uh, that morning uh, I had to duty... 


09:29 
CD: Could you hold on, just before we get into Pearl Harbor I have a couple 
questions. 


PS: Oh, ok. 
CD: What was Hawaii like when you first got there? 


09:37 

PS: It was beautiful and uh, uh was really nice, the only thing was uh, you didn’t 
have much money to do much on the beach so, you’d make one liberty and uh, 
and you’d have to wait till another pay day before (10:00) you could go ashore. 
But it was, they had things to do on the base, they had uh, enlisted man’s club 
and you could go over and have a beer and pretzels and have a sandwich and 
shoot pool and uh, but it was, it was nice. 


10:25 
CD: Were you aware of any tensions rising or threat of war from Japan at all at 
that time? 


PS: Well I uh, uh, tried to listen to the uh radio and read the, and read the 
papers. Yes I had been aware of uh, the, the political situation and I knew these 
people were in Washington and uh, we had pretty (11:00) much given them an 
ultimatum and that they were, uh the Japanese Ambassador was in the, I guess 
he was the secretary of state from Japan was there trying to negotiate a uh, a uh 
treaty or something and uh, but uh, outside of that that was all I knew. 


11:33 
(crew talks for a little + plane noises) 


12:04 
CD: Do you remember what you were doing and where you were on December 
6", the last day of peace? 


PS: Uhh, yes, uh I was aboard ship, I had duty the weekend and uh, I uh, I uh, 
had uh, Saturday night I had the uh, 4-6 watch so uh, the next morning I was 
suppose to have the 8-12 watch, on Sunday morning and uh, but uh, I don’t 
remember anything (13:00) special that I did on Saturday, I couldn’t go ashore, I 
couldn’t do anything, I had to stay aboard ship. And uh, I read, but uh, I wasn’t 
able to go on, on the beach or go anywhere. 


13:24 
CD: What did you, what did your watch entail? Could you walk us through what 
your duty was when you were in harbor? 


PS: Quartermaster’s duties was to stand watches on the quarter deck, in port. 


And that is basically what uh, all of the enlisted people did, was stand watch and 
listen. Course we had uh, (14:00) when we weren’t, when we didn’t have the 
duty we could go ashore and during working hours we were on the bridge 
correcting charts and uh, doing a lot of painting and uh, uh cleaning we had to, 
had a cleaning station we had to keep clean. And uh, but then our primary 
project was correcting the charts and keeping them up to date 


14:43 
CD So what was your job and rank? 


PS__I’d just made third class quartermaster a week or two before, uh that. And 
uh, uh, I had the 8-12 watch so I relieved the quartermaster on watch at 7:45 
that morning... 


15:15 


CD: Could you walk me through what you did and what you saw on December 
7? 


PS: Yes, I relieved the quartermaster on watch and I straightened, I got my log 
all set. At uh, the quartermaster, on watch was responsible for noting everything 
that went on, aboard ship and he had to make a note of it because the officer of 
the deck had to copy the quartermaster’s note book into his log. So I had uh, 
(16:00) uh, in the course of the 12-4 watch the uh, the person who has that 
watch he has to write up where we were tied up and all the lines that were out 
on the ship and everything and from then on uh, you would just write on there 
‘mored as before’. And uh, I did that and I took the flag at, 7:55 and I went to, on 
the fan tail to stand by to uh, to raise the flag at 8 o’clock when the bugles all up 
and down all over, were uh, were blowing the uh, and everybody come to 
attention, they stopped and came to attention (17:00) till the flags were all up 
and then uh, they went on about their work. We were moured at uh, at uh, 
position where the fan tail was facing the battleships and uh, the ramapole was a 
stern of us, and I was standing there and I heard these aircraft and uh, I didn’t 
know they were so low, but then I saw one come in and uh, drop his torpedo and 
I couldn’t quite figure out what this was because the torpedoes that we, we, we 
had the sound at about 60 to 70 feet when they were dropped from an aircraft 
before they would come up then and seek their depth and I think the, Pearl 
Harbor was about 40-45 feet deep and I thought we were practicing, maybe 
experimenting with torpedoes that they had uh, uh, worked on. And then I saw 
another one come in and drop his fish and as the first one was banking 
(gestures) I saw the insignia on the uh, bottom of the wing and uh, about that 
time when the third one come in I heard the torpedo that the first one had 
dropped it hit either the Arizona or the uh, out board uh (19:00) battleship there 
and I ran back to the quarter deck and told the officer the deck that we were 
being attacked by the Japanese, and he said ‘Aw get out of here’ and about that 
time they dropped bombs down the slip and they didn’t hit a ship they went right 
in the water and the ramapole was the stern of us and over on the other docks 
over there were a couple of cruisers and a nest of destroyers and uh, tied up at 
the other dock across from us there. And uh, so the officer of the deck said 


‘sound general quarters’ so I went over and threw the general quarters alarm 
and all of a sudden I thought that that’s not right because I went back and told 
(20:00) the officer of the deck that uh, we didn’t have a gun mounted that our 
bridge was torn off and we didn’t have a gun mounted and I said all these men 
comin’ to top side and he said ‘yeah shouldn’t have done that’. So he sent the 
boats and men of the wash to the focsalin and kept all the people down below 
there and I kept them all comin’ aft on the quarterdeck there. And then 
(mumbles) finally a second class quarter mate came up to the deck and he took 
over that job and I started writing in my log book that, what I had heard and 
seen and uh, uh, and this went on for, oh another 45 minutes, then there was a 
lull (21:00) and then uh, about that time the first class quarter master came 
back aboard and uh, he said he would take over the watch and for me to go down 
and get in my dungarees and give the, we had put our, we had our boats in the 
water and a couple of them, we only had one boat but we put the rest of the 
boats in the water to go out in the bay and pick up these guys that were floating 
around out there in that bunker oil. And uh, there were picking up these people 
and the first load they unloaded at Mary’s Point but by the second load they 
couldn’t, they couldn’t get in to Mary’s Point because there were so many boats 
in there that they came back to our ship and, and uh (22:00) came along side 
and uh, we finally got ambulances on the dock and then we took these people 
from, from the boat across our ship and put them in the ambulances and they 
took them to the hospital. And uh, so I uh, went out to volunteer my time and, 
and, on the boat and they already had enough deck hands that I didn’t have to, 
so what I did with the rest of the day was just help them take these guys that 
they had brought in across and put them in the ambulances. And uh, then I had 
the uh, 6-8 watch uh, that night and uh, then the (23:00) uh, I think the 
Enterprise, I think it was, was coming in and uh, she had to launch her aircraft 
to come in, and uh, we passed the word in about an hour in advance that uh 
there was going to be friendly aircraft do not fire, friendly aircraft do not fire and 
uh, it was just about dusk and they came on with their running lights on and 
everything and it only took one shot and it all started again. I don’t know, I don’t 
know if we shot any of our own planes down, but I wouldn’t be a bit surprised if 
we shot one or so of them down. But uh, that’s what I did on December the 7“. 


23:54 

CD: If I could ask you a few questions just to clarify some things? What was your 
reaction when you first saw those planes and realized that this was a Japanese 
attack? How did you feel? What did you think? 


24:12 

PS: Well, I was uh, I was so busy that I really didn’t have much time to think 
about it at that time because like I said, I was either writin’ in the log or checkin’ 
what was going on out in the bay and, and what did I thought I saw, and uh, and 
writing it down. And I had quite a problem writing so uh, because I was pretty 
nervious. And uh, but uh no I wasn’t uh, I wasn’t uh, naturally I was kind of 
concerned and upset because we got caught you know, with our pants down. 


25:09 


CD: Could you describe the scene on battleship row as you watched the 
torpedoes come in? 


PS: Well the scene on Battleship Row was uh, was uh, was serine, they was 
going along their holiday, or weekend Sunday routine and uh, but uh, 10 or 15 
minutes after that it was uh, all hell broke loose. It was really a, to uh, to see all 
those guys out there floatin’ around in that bunker oil it, it, it’s kinda disturbing. 


25:58 
CD: Did you see the Arizona blow up? 


PS: Yes, yeah. 
CD: Could you describe what that looked like and sounded like? 


26:06 

PS: Well, it was uh, it was, well later on I compared it with a mushroom from the 
dropping of an atomic bomb because when they hit the magazine it was just a 
big ball of fire that went up and uh. Yeah it was devastating, I had a friend that 
was uh, on the Arizona and uh, he was killed at uh, it was, it was really a, really 
it was, it took the wind out of your sails you know. But, it was just uh, things 
happen. 


27:09 
End. 


